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This set contains: 

1 set Alphabet tiles 

1 set Alphabet picture tiles 

1 set of 26 jumbo Letters 

4 blank tiles  

2 great alphabet wall charts 

Gratnell  storage box with lid. 

  

Literacy Discovery Set  

The activities suggested are aimed at the 3 ½ - 6 year age group, giving the children the oppor-

tunity to develop and practice the basic skills necessary to understand language. 

The suggested activities aim to cover the following key areas:- 

Recognition and naming of written letters 

letter sequencing 

 

Activity Suggestions          

Activity 1 - Letter Recognition         

Activity 2 - Sequencing      

Activity 3 - Sequencing Game        

Activity 4 - Letter Matching        

Activity 5 - Item and Letter Matching     

Activity 6 - Initial Letter of a Name        

Activity 7 - Word Collection on a Table     

Activity 8 - Basic Writing 

Activity 9 - Making up words 

Activity 10 - Making up Alphabet 

 

The Literacy Discovery set includes a set of alphabet tiles, a set of tiles with picture representa-
tions of initial letters, and a set of cut out letters which will overlay on top of the letters in the tiles. 
All the activities below can be enhanced by substituting different number representations to give 
each child a suitable challenge. The blank coloured squares can be used replace letters in se-
quences allowing the children to guess 



 

The aim:  To teach the child to recognise letter shapes and learn the phonetic sounds of all the letters of the alpha-

bet. To teach the child to form the letters correctly. 

Materials needed: Alphabet Squares,  Jumbo letters 

 
What to do:  

Put the mat on the floor, shuffle the alphabet squares and place them on the floor so that each letter is easily read. 

Ask the child to choose a letter  and try to say the phonetic sound, whilst tracing the letter shape with the index fin-

ger as if writing it. 

Now ask the child to find the same letter on the alphabet square and put the letter square on top of the letter on the 

mat. Repeat for remaining letter squares. 

Letter Matching 

 
The aim:   To teach the child to recognise and name written numbers.  

Materials needed: Alphabet tiles 

 Cut out Letters 

What to do:  

Lay the Alphabet tiles out on the floor and spread the required cut out Letters on the floor. 

Ask the child to choose a letter square and tell you what letter it says. 

Now ask the child to put the cut out letter on top of the letter tile which is exactly the same. 

Repeat as necessary, or use the letter representation Tiles, or use a mixture of both. 

Letter Recognition 
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The aim: To teach the child to sequence in the correct alphabetical order 

Materials needed: Alphabet  tiles 

What to do: 

mix up the tiles and spread them out on the floor. 

Ask the child to put them in the correct order on the floor. 

Repeat as necessary, or use alphabet picture Tiles, cut out letters or use a mixture. 

Sequencing 

 
The aim:  To teach the child to sequence in the correct numerical order 1-24. 

Materials needed: Alphabet Tiles, Picture Alphabet Tiles 

What to do  

Divide the children up into two teams and place them well apart in the room. 

Mix up the two sets of tiles and make sure each team has a-z as a mixture of letters and pictures      

Shuffle each set  of squares and give one set to each team on the floor. 

Start the game. Each team has to get the sequencing right on the floor. 

First team to finish is the winner. 

Sequencing Game 



The aim: To help the child to begin to understand the composition of words. Additional practise of the phonetic 
sounds of the alphabet. 

Materials needed: Alphabet Squares, Alphabet picture squares 

What to do: This is a useful activity with children who do not know all the phonetic sounds or with children who 
experience difficulties with particular sounds. 

Arrange the alphabet squares on the floor, start off in alphabetical order. 

Take an alphabet picture tiles and give it to the child 

Ask the child to name the item, e.g. a dog. 

Ask "What is the sound at the beginning of dog?" - "D". 

Ask the child to find the letter square "d" and put the dog tile on top of it. Repeat for remaining items. 

      The aim: Further practice with phonetic sounds. 

      Materials needed: The Alphabet Squares 

      What to do: 

      Place the squares on the floor. 

     Ask the children to think of their name. 

     Ask each child “What sound do you hear first in your name?” 

     Ask the child to try and find the letter that sounds like the beginning of his/her name. 

Initial Letter of a Name 
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Items and Letter Matching 

 The aim: To enlarge the children's reading vocabulary. 

Materials needed: The Alphabet Squares 

What to do: 

Arrange a "word table" by either collecting items or drawings, which all have the same initial sound, e.g. cat, 
card, cauliflower, and placing them on a table. 

Write word cards for the children to put next to the objects. 

Use the letter squares to emphasise which sounds the words show. 

 

Ask the children to contribute with word cards and items with the same initial phonetic letter sound. 

Word Collection on a Table 



 

The aim: To teach the child word building skills. To show the order of sounds in a word. 

Materials needed: The Alphabet Squares, Alphabet Picture Squares    

What to do: 

Spread the 2 sets of squares on the floor randomly 

Let the child choose an item, e.g. Cat. 

"What does cat begin with?" - "C". 

"Can you find 'c?" The child puts the c square next to the "cat". 

Continue to ask for the next sound. The child may well tell you that the next sound is "t". In this case let the child 
get the "t" square and, leaving a space between c and t,  you say "Something is missing. What comes here 
after c but before t?". Sound out the word c-a-t very clearly. The child can now hear the "a" sound and finds the 
"a" square to complete the word. 

Continue with the next item in the same way. 

Basic Writing 

 

The aim: Group activity for additional word building practise. 

Materials needed: The Alphabet Squares 

What to do: 

Either: 

Choose a word and ask as many children as there are letters in the word to come to the front of the class. 

Mix the letters making up the word and give each child one letter. 

Now ask the children to try and "write" the word on the floor. 

When the word is correct ask the children to stand behind the letters and hold them up. This way the other chil-
dren should be able to read the word the right way around! 

Or: 

Place all the letters out on the floor in alphabetical order. 

Choose a word and ask one or several children to "write" the word with the help of the letter squares. The chil-
dren themselves have to decide which letters they need and find them in the alphabet. 

Making Up Words 
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The aim: Group activity to help the children learn the alphabet. 

Materials needed: The Alphabet Squares 

What to do:  

Either:- 

Divide the class up into groups of 4 or 5. Give the first group the first 4 or 5 letters of the alphabet, shuffled, and 
the second group of children the next 4 or 5 letters. Continue in the same way with the rest of the class. Ask 
each group to get the letters in the alphabetical order on the floor from left to right. Check each group! When the 
group is correct ask the children to stand behind their letters and hold them up forming the whole or most of the 
alphabet depending on the number of children in the class. 

Or:- 

Spread out all the letters, mixed up, on the floor. Ask one or several children to put the letters in alphabetical or-
der on the floor from left to right. 

Making Up the Alphabet 


